SOUTH AMERICAN CACTUS LOG
PART XVII

ALFRED B. LAU

Apartado 98, Cordoba, Veracruz, Mexico

We were driving towards Toralapa with Pedro Pu- can not duplicate the rough climate of the hab#at.
jupat and Wilfredo Cunachi, the two Aguaruna chil- times one can spot a form &f&eudolobivia obre-
dren fast asleep on the back seat. Evening wasgall panda (Lau 320).
when Jorg Galindo, the son of a missionary in Ecua Arani was the next attraction for us. There tare
dor, who today teaches in a jungle Jivaro school very beautiful cacti growing together on the hilsd
pointed out three men who were driving cargo lader slopes of this regiorParodia schwebsiana var. ap-
mules heading in our direction and on the righesid planata (Lau. 978) dots the landscape interspersed
of the road. They seemed to be very drunk. Sud with one of the most beautiful of lobivias, the dtte
denly, just as we reached them, the men decided 1takingL. pseudocinnabarina (Lau. 977). The flowers
cross the road and drove the mules directly intfron of the Parodia were salmon colored so we could
of us. It was impossible to stop in time and | iciatl name it varsalmonea as Backeberg suggested. Per-
with one of the mules - but fortunately at a vdomws ~ sonally, | would regard it as a form as flower ¢dto
speed. The man turned a somersault in the air anitself is no justification for setting up a new ¢ex
landed in the ditch, the frightened mules bolted, Lobivia pseudocinnabarina has many forms in as
tossed off their cargo, and ran for the darknessol many habitats. The spination is not particularly- ou
time at all | was out of the car and looking foeth standing with 14 radials and 7 central brown spines
injured man, only to see him vanishing in the dark- but the spectacle of seeing these beautiful plants
ness. Realizing that he had provoked the accident i full color with deep carmine-red flowers is never-f
his drunken state, he was scared stiff. One ot#dre  gotten.
headlights and the fender were broken and we
thanked God that nothing worse had happened.

Toralapa is a tiny place. Like most villagesthe
area it is uninteresting but it is identified withe of
the most beautiful cacti of Bolivialseudolobivia
toralapensis (Lau 318). Although closely related to
Ps. carmineoflora and orozasana, the large 14 cm
long flowers ofPseudolobivia toralapensis are bluish
red and extravagant in beauty. Unfortunately, thei
flowers open for just one morning and then only in
full sunshine.

Another marvellous lobivia was seen a littleetat
near Cuchu Punata. Although the habitat is close t
a major road and the many small, red flowers o
2,5 cm in diameter are visible from a distance as
sometimes there are as many as eight to ten flowe
open at the same time, it was not described unt
1963 by Dr. Cardenas. Under cultivation | have
had little luck withLobivia oligotricha (Lau 319) as |

Fig. 131.Rebutia fiebrigii form.
Fig. 132. (below, left) Flowering jacaranda
trees in the Mizque valley.




In every article of the South American Cactug Lo Most of the hills there had been burned over -ra-co
it is my intention to use one or two highlightsthie mon practice in all of Latin America. | have even
reader is getting a little bored by a travel logtloe seen occasions when the hills were burned as we vis
mention of species of cacti that are known to most ited in order to anger and annoy us - and too,usact
every cactophile, do not stop reading here as we were stinging weeds that had to be eliminatedast |
shall, in time, arrive at a quite exciting part. we found the habitat dParodia hausteiniana (Lau

Before we come to that, let us travel to MizqDe. 321) and although many of them looked like burned
the road we climbed a high mountain and found Lau cucumbers while deprived of their spines, those
324. We had found only a handful before a man burned plants later started growing again and pro-
chased us who did not like to see strangers roamin¢ duced showpieces with their extraordinarily bealitif
his hill. He seemed to be dangerous and threatenin¢spines.
and for that reason | do not possess one singld-spe  Continuing up the dirt road, in some places atmos
men of this most interesting species--they were all impassable, | saw my first wild Jacaranda trees in
sent to several European experts who even now ar habitat. In full flower, their blue color gave a mel-
not very sure of what it is. In my opinion it begmn lous contrast to the otherwise rocky and brownish
to otherWeingartia related species with red flowers xerophytic landscape.
of which we shall speak later on. At the IOS Con- We decided to stop at an interesting rock
gress in Reading, England (September, 1973) Johi formation. A deep, broad valley with a length of
Donald gave a very interesting dissertation about almost 5 km was enclosed in a half moon of
these plants from the eastern part of Bolivia. ettt high cliffs of volcanic origin. Walking the whole
time he theorized that he had found the link betwee length we found, here and there a very long
Sulcorebutia and Weingartia. | was told that Mr. .

Ritter even set up a new genus for it but | do not
know the details about his reasons. Still otheratwa
to throw them all into the ever increasing geBuls
corebutia.

In Mizque almost every house advertised Chicha
with varying home made signs. Chicha is an alco-
holic drink made of corn and is similar in some way
to the Mexican pulgue which is derived from agaves.
Not drinking any alcohol, we did not linger thenat b
continued on and up the Rio Mizque. To cross this
small but treacherous river we had to backtrack,
gather rocks, carry them in our arms to the water's
edge and locate them precisely for tracks so tlat w
could cross. This small and narrow river gave us
more trouble than we had anticipated and it kept us
busy building a passable ford.

| had been informed by European friends that
a new species of parodia had been discovered
in this area which differed from the more
common parodias in that it had very small
yellow to orange blossoms and yellow spines.

Fig. 133. (below, left). Preparing the
river bed for fording the Rio Mizque.
Fig. 134 (above)Sulcorebutia
markusii in flower in habitat.
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Fig. 135. - 137. Scenes at the railroad statioGrote

spined sulcorebutia. The spines were bristle likg a
did not sting. Only recently | was told that | had
found Sulcorebutia latiflora (Lau 377) which had not
yet been described at that time. Our destination on
that day was Cruce which was to be a central point
from which | made some of the most interesting dis-
coveries of my life. If | ever return to Bolivia aig |
would probably choose this region for more explora-
tions.

The train line passing through Cruce was a sight!
Trucks on railroad wheels, loaded with passengers,
made the journey to outlying regions. We also saw a
beautiful 1929 Packard for first class passengers g
whizzing by on the rails. Maybe they were officials
of the railroad company? The Quechuas with their
bowler hats and colorful clothing gave the whole
scene a fiesta-like feeling. At last, to make the p
ture complete, came an old City of Los Angeles bus
on iron wheels and that caused a traffic jam at the
Cruce railroad station.

Our first excursion from Cruce led us to Vila &/il
This is the place where another new species baud bee
found and describedSulcorebutia markusii (Lau
333) was quickly found and introduced into our col-
lection of this genus. With its pectinate spines th
plant itself is beautiful even without the flowers.

Returning from Vila Vila | had to investigate sem
hills with limestone rocks and, of course, sandl/so
one always encounters something exciting in an area
of different geological and chemical composition,
even though small. The yellowish and whitish col-
ored habitat revealed something completely differen
from what we expected when we found a new Sul-
corebutia -Sulcorebutia cylindrica (Lau 335). The
distribution of S. cylindrica is not wide but in the
limestone this new discovery is plentiful. As the
name says, the plant is cylindrical. John Donaldl lan
described it in the March 1974 issue of the British
journal Ashingtonia.

There is a certain similarity betwe&ncylindrica
andS. breviflora which it belongs in a larger sense;
the flowers being a deep yellow, the spines number
10-12 white or pale yellow radials, 5-10 mm long,
and 4 centrals a little stronger and of the santarco

Although the cultivation ofS. breviflora and
its relatives do not present any difficulty for e,
have never been able to cultivéecylindrica suc-
cessfully. It produces long snakelike branches and
only once delighted me with one single flower. For
this reason, and because the plants were notvreflo
at the time of discovery, | have no photographs but
John Donald has a few very remarkable photos sf thi
gem among sulcorebutias. Maybe the high altitude
(2600 m) of its home in comparison to the low rebit
of S. breviflora makes cultivation difficult for me.



southeast | spotted a very steep canyon with slate
rock outcroppings - an ideal situation for parodias
was not long until we found the first specimens.
There were no flowers at the time and not having a
detailed description | assumed the plants were
Parodia punae, collected it as such deep in the can-
yon at a winding dry creek and even sent a few to
Europe under that name.

To the surprise of everyone working with this ge-
nus, the dark red flowers of larger thpmnae size
revealed that | had been mistaken - it was a n@w sp
cies.

Mr. Fred Brandt contacted me and wanted to de-
scribe the plant in my honour. Not knowing the man
but having recommendations that suggested him as a
parodia expert, | consented - a fact that | latgret-
ted. It is not that his descriptions aren't preaise
taxonomically correct. | saw his excellent colleati
when we visited his home and we were treated with
great hospitality. His ideas were exact; our cosaer
tions agreeable. With gratitude, | accepted the de-

The closest village to the habitat is the railre#tt
ing of Pushqua. In spite of the dryness and akitud
and a typical mineral composition of the s@lcyl-
indrica is associated with moss and lichens.

John Donald writes about this plant (in Ashimg#o D . .
1, 5, 65, March, 1974). "The remarkable similarity scription ofParodia laui (Lau 322).

It was later that | became disgusted with mistegd
parodia names from Brandt's descriptions. Mr.
Brandt had asked importers in Europe to send him
plants from my collecting trips that deviated imso

between the seeds of these two new plaveisigar-
tia purpurea and S. cylindrica) reinforces the argu-
ment for a combination of the gené&k&ingartia and

Sulcorebutia but until this question is unambiguously ¢t the tvbical plants. H id then d
solved there will always remain some difficulties i respect from the typical piants. He wou en de-

deciding the correct genus for these borderline scribe them as new species! | was never consulted
" again but | came to the conclusion that aRarodia

cases....". laui had b q ived | had iah )
The continuation of Rio Caine close to the Agisn aur had been describe ad no right to protest - It
would have been a discourtesy.

mine would be largely unexplored. | knew, however, . : .
A classic example of misleading unwary buyers

that a new parodia had been describeHarodia . S .
punae, discovered by Dr. Puna of Cochabamba on who look for hew d|scovc_ar|es Is the casePafodia
one of his periodic visits to check the teeth o th procera descrlbgd by thter. From plants of one
miners in Asientos. ThiRarodia | wanted to collect. population of th'.s species that | exported he made
It would be a long, long dirt road, down hill anda three new spec_les!_ Tha’g was contestgd soon after-
miserable state and so steep in some places that Iwar(_j by Mr. F”eth thte_r in an article directed
trucks would come uphill during the day because of against Brandt. Ritter explained that he. and I. were
overheating. While Cruce at 2500 m was a cool the only ones vyho had_ ever penetrated Into thig ver
remote and difficult region to collect specimersnd

place, Asientos was extremely hot. o
The first few miles were uphill to almost 300@-m that 1 would have consulted him if | had found any-
thing new there.

ters and then we soon saw the large basin intohwhic . .

we planned to descend. To our dismay we had a fle Mr. Brr_;md_t did not stop there but extended hmefa_

tire. While the boys removed the wheel | looked for by_pupllshlng NUMETOUS NEW names for parodias

plants and soon found a form &élcorebutia lati- which, in time, will have to be eliminated as net b

flora (Lau 332). We started downhill again but arriv- ing valid. I—'Ie'used I|t'tle known Journals_ for these
false descriptions which were duly copied by the

ing at an altitude of 2700 m, a second tire wesit fl - . i .
d publications in the Democratic German Republic

This was to prove a blessing in disguise. The truck o :
drivers, being used to such frequent flats, alwae (East Germany) for lack of familiarity with the sub
’ ' ject. It will take quite some time to disentanghe t

along a repair kit and help out when others are
9 P P net of confusion that he has caused.

stalled. Since we could not expect any vehiclel unti . .
P y Today | am working with the respected authority o

nightfall, we had five hours of doing nothing. | .
would probably never have explored at this pargicul Wallter Weskamp m, Wes_t _Qermany who shares my
feeling about Brandt's activities.

place if it hadn't been for the flat tire. To the (to be continued)
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