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As part of the I.O.S. commitment to the conservation of endangered wild species, its members have 
agreed to assist in providing data for the 'Red Book' which Dr. R. Melville of Kew is compiling for I.U.C.N. 
It is almost certain that all the smaller growing species of the Cactaceae will come into the category of 
protected species in the wild. A necessary preliminary to the assessment of their status is an 
understanding of their geographical distribution. The genus Sulcorebutia Backeb. has been chosen for a 
pilot study, since it is a close-knit genus apparently of limited distribution and confined to a single political 
domain, i.e. Bolivia. 
Broadly the genus is confined, as far as is known, to an arc from Inquisivi and Quime ( Kami) just in the La 
Paz department, through the department of Cochabamba, crossing the Rio Grande into the department of 
Chuquisaca as far south as Sopuchoy. Almost all the species occur between 2000 to 3000 m altitude. 
After the virtually continuous distribution from Inquisivi to Sopuchoy, a break occurs although they might 
be expected to occur on both sides of the Rio Pilcomayo as far south as its junction with the Rio Pilaya 
which forms the northern boundary of Tarija department. In Tarija two species have been reported by F. 
Ritter and K. Knize independently but no descriptions of these species have yet appeared. It is also 
interesting to speculate on the relationship of W. Rausch's Rebutia margarethae from Santa Victoria in 
Jujuy, Argentina just across the border from Bolivia. The plant possesses characters intermediate 
between the two genera. The species of Weingartia which occur along the same arc from Cochabamba 
southwards are probably best also considered as part of the genus Sulcorebutia. The following is a survey 
of published data, supplemented by field notes, on type localities. 
 
La Paz Department: Cordillera Real (Cord. de Quimza  Cruz) Quime-Inquisivi-Naranjito. 
( 1) Sulcorebutia menesesii (Card. Buin. & Don. 1800-2500 m 
      Cochabamba Department: Rio Santa Rosa-Independencia, 
      Cord. de Cocapati & Cord. de Mazo Cruz, Prov. Ayopaya 
( 2) Sulcorebutia candiae (Card) Buin. & Don, (syn. S. xanthoantha Backeb,) Tiquirpaya 2500-2800 m 
( 3) glomeriseta (Card) Ritt. Rio Ayopaya 2500 m 
( 4) arenacea (Card) Ritt. Rio Ayopaya 2000 m Tapacari 
( 5) kruegeri (Card) Ritt. Rio Ayopaya 2800 m Prov. El Cercado 
( 6) kruegeri var. hoffmanniana (Backeb) Don. Obrajes, Oruro Dept. 
 
Cochabamba Department. North of the Rio Caine, Tara ta-La Vina 
( 7) Sulcorebutia breviflora Backeb. La Vina 2000-2300 m 
( 8) caineana (Card) Don, La Vina 2800-3000 m 
( 9) haseltoniana (Card) Don, La Vina 2800 m [haseltonii] 
(10) taratensis (Card) Buin. & Don. Tarata to Rio Caine/Rio Grande 2000 m 
(11) verticillacantha var. cuprea Rausch Toro Toro 3200 m 
(12) verticillacantha var. minima Rausch Anzaldo 2700 m 
 
Cochabamba Department: West of the Rio Caine, Arque  Province 
(13) Sulcorebutia verticillacantha & var. verticosior Ritt. Sayari, Arque 2800 m 
 
Cochabamba Department: North of the Rio Caine, Vila  Vila-Mizque-Cruce-Aiquile (Cord. Oriental) 
(14) Sulcorebutla marcusii Rausch Vila Vila 3000 m [markusii] 
(15) pamragrandensis Rausch nom.prov. Vila Vila 2600 m 
       (syn. S. weingartioides Ritt. nom.nud. Fr 944) 
(54) cylindrica Don. & Lau nom.prov. Lau 335, Vila Vila-Cruce 2600 m 
(16) mizquensis Rausch Mizque 2600 m 
(17) vizcarrae (Card) Don. Mizque 3000 m 
(18) flavissima Rausch Mizque-Aiquile, Orkho Arbuelo 2500 m 



(19) sp. Lau 331 Mina Asientos 2600 m 
(20) sp. Lau 337 Mina Asientos-Mizque 2600-2700 m 
 
Cochabamba Department; Cord. Oriental, Aiquile-Toto ra, Cord. de Tiraque, - Cord. de Cochabamba 
(21) Sulcorebutia mentosa Ritt. Campero, Aiquile 2800 m 
(22) lepida Ritt. Aiquile-Totora 28800 m [2800 m?] 
(23) oenantha Rausch Chijmore, Totora 2900 m Carrasco Prov. 
(24) krahnii Rausch Cerro Tukiphalla, Comarapa 1900-2100 m 
(25) tiraquensis var longispina (Card) Don. Kayarani, Monte Ponco 3200 m 
(26) totorensis (Card) Ritt. Lagunillas, Huerte Molino-Totora 2800 m 
(27) polymorpha (Card) Backeb. Tiraque 3200 m 
(28) tiraquensis (Card) Ritt. & var. electracantha Backeb. Tiraque 3000-3200 m 
(29) steinbachii var. horrida Rausch Vacas 3400 m 
(30) steinbachii var. gracilior Backeb. ex Krahn Aguirre 3200 m 
(31) steinbachii (Werd.) Backeb. Colomi 2500-3300 m TYPE 
(32) tuberculato-chrysantha (Card) Bred. & Don. Colomi 3000 n (=yellow steinbachii) 
(33) glomerispina (Card) Buin. & Don. Huakanki. 3200 m, Chapare Prov. 
(34) tunariensis (Card) Buin. & Don. Mt.Tunari 3200 m, El Cercado Prov. 
 
Chuquisaca Department. South of the Rio Caine/Rio G rande, Oropeza& Zudanez Provinces, Sucre-
Los Alamos-Tarabuco-Zudanez-Presto, Tomina-Padilia- Sopuchoy 
(35) Sulcorebutia corroana (Card) Bred. & Don. Cuesta del Meadro, 2700 m 
       (cf. Weingartia chuquichuquiensis Card.) 
(36) alba Rausch Chuqui Tayoj, Los Alamos-Sucre, 2900 m 
(37) sp. Lau 403 Rio Charobamba, Presto-Tarabuco, 2900 m 
(38) vazqueziana Rausch Warankha-Los Alamas-Sucre 2950 m 
(39) sp. Lau 375 Los Alamos-Sucre 2950 m 
(40) frankiana Rausch Los Alamos-Sucre 2700 m 
(41) tarabucoensis Rausch Tarabuco 3500 m 
(42) verticillacantha var. aureiflora Rausch Tarabuco 3400 m 
(43) sp. Lau 389 Calle Calle, Zudanez 2900 m 
(44) canigueralii (Card) Buin. & Don. Tarabuco-Zudanez 2800 m 
(45) zavaletae (Card) Backeb. Zudanez-Rio Grande 2000 m 
(46) rauschii Frank Zudanez 2700 m 
(47) crispata Rausch Tomina-Padilla 2400-2600 m 
(48) sp. Lau 390 & 391 Sopuchoy 2300-2900 m 
(49) inflexiseta (Card) Don. Zudanez-Presto 2400 m 
(50) pulchera (Card) Don. Presto-Rio Grande 2400 m, Cadena de Presto 
(51) sp. Lau 387 Presto-Pasapaya 3000 m 
 
Tarija Department 
(52) Sulcorebutia singularis (Ritt. nom.nud, FR 1423 
(52) tarijensis Ritt. nom.nud. FR 1154, Knize KK 864 
 
Jujuy Province, Argentina 
(55) Rebutia margarethae Rausch Santa Victoria 2100-3000 m 
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